
   

 

       

                     

 

 

 

 

 
 

Southwest Mississippi Chapter  
9 River Bend Place 

Flowood, MS 39232 
601-317-2732 

crystal.brown4@redcross.org 
 

 
Madison County Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Shelton Vance 
P.O. Box 608 
Canton, MS 39046 
 
Dear Mr. Vance and the Madison County Board of Supervisors: 
 
The mission of the American Red Cross is to prevent and alleviate human suffering in the face 
of emergencies by mobilizing the power of volunteers and the generosity of donors.  During the 
time period from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021, the American Red Cross has provided $18,935 
in direct disaster client assistance, serving a total of 102 individuals in Madison County. 
Disaster Services expenditures are broken down as follows:   food, clothing, lodging, 
medications and disaster-related health care, referrals to community partners and government 
resources, and other essential items that can be used immediately during recovery. 
 
All American Red Cross disaster assistance and services are free, made possible by the 
generosity of donors such as you.  Assistance to your community is provided without regard to 
citizenship, race, religion, age, culture or creed.   
 
In addition to the disaster services we provide, the American Red Cross touches the lives of the 
people in your area through our Services to the Armed Forces (SAF).  In this past year, we have 
provided 428 SAF case services to members of the military and their families in Madison 
County.  We also provide Preparedness, Health, and Safety classes which make your area a 
safer place to live. This year, 111 individuals in Madison County took one of these courses 
from the Red Cross. 
 
On behalf of the American Red Cross, we thank you for your past support of the vital services 
provided in your community.  We request the Madison County Board of Supervisors consider 
supporting American Red Cross Disaster Services for residents of Madison County in the 
amount of $6,000.  
 
We are more than happy to provide a formal presentation regarding our request at one of your 
upcoming meetings should you like me to. Please let me know so I can be placed on the 
meeting agenda. 
 
Sincerely, 

     
Crystal Brown 
Regional Philanthropy Officer                           
 



SHELTON VANCE

Miss. Code Ann. § 19-5-93

 Current through the 2021 Regular Session not including changes and corrections made by the Joint Legislative 
Committee on Compilation, Revision and Publication of Legislation. The final official version of the statutes affected 

by 2021 legislation will appear on Lexis Advance in the fall of 2021. 

Mississippi Code 1972 Annotated  >  Title 19. Counties and County Officers (Chs. 1 — 31)  >  
Chapter 5. Health, Safety and Public Welfare (§§ 19-5-1 — 19-5-371)  >  In General (§§ 19-5-1 — 19-
5-105)

§ 19-5-93. Donations for certain patriotic and charitable uses.

The board of supervisors of each county is authorized, in its discretion, to donate money for the objects and 
purposes following, to wit:

(a)Confederate graves. For the location, marking, care and maintenance of the grave or graves and 
graveyard of Confederate soldiers or sailors who died in the Confederate service, and the purchase, if 
necessary, of the land on which any of the said graveyards may be situated, and the erection and 
maintenance of appropriate monuments and appropriate inscriptions thereon. In the exercise of this 
power the board is fully authorized to accept donations of land on which any of said graveyards may be 
situated and also money or funds to be used for any of the purposes in this section expressed.

Any board of supervisors may, in its discretion, contribute money to be used for the upkeep of graves of 
the Confederate dead in its county.

(b)Care of the aged. For the support and maintenance of such residents of the county who are worthy, 
indigent aged inmates of the Old Ladies’ Home of Jackson, Mississippi, or of the Golden Age Nursing 
Home and Hospital for North Mississippi of Greenwood, Mississippi, and not exceeding Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00) per annum for the support of the county’s inmates of the Old Men’s Home, located 
near Jackson, Mississippi, and in addition thereto a sum not exceeding Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) 
per annum to each of said institutions for their support and maintenance in the care of the aged.

(c)King’s Daughters. To the King’s Daughters in their respective counties for charities under their 
supervision.

(d)Travelers Aid Society. A sum of money not exceeding Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) per month for the 
support of the organization known as the Travelers Aid Society, provided the same is nonsectarian.

(e)Hospitals for pellagra sufferers. For the establishment and maintenance of a hospital for the 
treatment of persons afflicted with pellagra. For this purpose the board may issue bonds and incur such 
indebtedness within the limits now authorized by law.

(f)Tubercular hospitals. For the establishment and maintenance of a hospital for the care and 
treatment of persons suffering from tuberculosis. In the execution of this power the board may select 
trustees to establish and operate said hospital. In counties having a population of more than forty 
thousand (40,000) people, as shown by the latest United States census, the board may set aside, 
appropriate and expend monies from the general fund for the purpose of aiding in the maintenance and 
support of hospitals maintained and operated in such county for the care and treatment of persons 
suffering from tuberculosis. The monies shall be expended by the board through such trustees, not less 
than three (3) and not more than five (5), to be elected by the board of supervisors annually. The 
trustees shall file reports with the board at least once every six (6) months showing in detail all 
expenditures made by them and the number of patients which have been for the preceding period 
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aided or cared for by the institution, and the board may otherwise require a strict accounting of the 
administration of said funds.

(g)Same – additional provisions. The boards of supervisors of one or more counties are hereby 
authorized and empowered, in their discretion, separately or jointly, to acquire by gift, purchase or 
lease, real estate, for tubercular hospital purposes, and to own, erect, build, establish, maintain, 
regulate and support a tubercular hospital and to remodel buildings on such property to be used for 
such hospital purposes.

In the event the boards of supervisors of two (2) or more counties agree to cooperate in establishing 
and maintaining such hospital, the board of supervisors of each of said counties shall adopt a 
resolution agreeing to the proportionate part each county will contribute to the establishment and 
maintaining of such hospital.

Each county operating under the provisions of this subsection is hereby authorized and empowered to 
set aside, appropriate and expend monies from the general fund for the purpose of erecting, 
maintaining and operating such hospital.

(h)Charity wards in hospitals. A sum of money not exceeding One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per 
month to maintain a charity ward or wards in any hospital in their respective counties, or in the event 
there shall be no hospital in such county, then a like sum, in their discretion, to maintain a charity ward 
or wards in any hospital in any adjoining county receiving and treating patients from such county having 
no hospital.

(i)Same – coast counties. The several counties of this state bordering on the tidewater of the Gulf of 
Mexico are hereby authorized and empowered, in the discretion of the proper authorities thereof, to 
appropriate such a sum of money as said authorities shall deem reasonable, to provide and maintain a 
charity ward or wards, in any of the hospitals in said counties, or, in the discretion of said authorities, to 
make and enter into contracts with any such hospitals for the treatment and care in such hospitals of 
the indigent sick of said counties, and to pay therefor out of the general fund of such counties such sum 
or sums as shall be a reasonable and just compensation to said hospital. However, the board of 
supervisors of any county mentioned herein may, in its discretion, make and enter into contracts with 
any hospital in any adjoining county receiving and treating patients from the respective counties 
mentioned herein in such hospitals of the indigent sick of said counties, mentioned herein, and to pay 
therefor out of the general fund of such county, such sum or sums that shall be reasonable and just to 
said hospitals.

(j)Public libraries. A sum not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per annum toward the 
support and maintenance of one or more public libraries situated in the county. In any county whose 
total assessed valuation, including railroads and all public utilities, is more than Eighteen Million Dollars 
($18,000,000.00) the board, in its discretion, may appropriate a sum not to exceed Three Thousand 
Dollars ($3,000.00) per annum for public libraries.

The board may also give or donate any legislative journals, constitutional convention journals, printed 
official reports of any state or county officers, official reports of departments, bureaus or officers of the 
United States, and copies of the acts of the Legislature or laws of Mississippi now or hereafter in the 
county library of such county and not needed, in the opinion of the board in the county library (but not 
including any Mississippi reports and not including any acts of the Legislature or laws of the state, 
unless such acts or laws be more than twenty (20) years old) to any library or library association or 
foundation or organization maintaining a free public library for reference or otherwise, provided such 
library, association, foundation or organization owns free from encumbrance a fireproof library building 
located in this state, in which building said journals, reports, acts and laws may be and shall be 
deposited where received under this subsection and made accessible under reasonable regulations to 
the general public. Such library, association, foundation or organization shall not have the right to sell 
or otherwise dispose of said journals, reports, acts and laws. Said journals, reports, acts and laws may 
be returned to the county library from which received without expense to the county, or to the state 
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library, without expense to the state, at any time by the library, association, foundation or organization 
receiving the same.

Any gift or donation made by the board of supervisors of any county under the authority of this 
subsection shall be evidenced by an order spread upon the minutes of said board. The county shall 
bear no expense in connection with any donation. The sheriff of the county, or the custodian of the 
county library, shall deliver to the representative of the library, association, foundation or organization 
entitled to receive the same any of said journals, reports, acts, laws and official publications in 
accordance with the directions contained in any order of the board of supervisors for the delivery of the 
same, and shall take proper receipt from the party receiving the same, and shall deliver such receipt to 
the clerk of the board of supervisors of the county, and the board of supervisors shall have the said 
receipt entered in full on the minutes of the board.

Any library, association, foundation or organization receiving any gift or donation from any county under 
this subsection shall report in writing to the board of supervisors, from which such gifts or donations 
have been received every two (2) years, that the gifts and donations so received are still in the 
possession of the donee and are accessible to the general public. If any of the gifts or donations so 
received have been lost, destroyed or have otherwise disappeared, report thereof shall be made.

If any library, association, foundation or organization receiving gifts or donations under this subsection 
shall cease operating as a free public library or shall cease to be the owner of a fireproof building in 
which it keeps and maintains a free public library, for reference or otherwise, the said library, 
association, foundation or organization shall thereupon immediately return to the county library, without 
expense to the county, or to the state library, without expense to the state, any gifts or donations it may 
have received under this subsection.

(k)Patriotic organizations and memorials. A sum not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to 
build or aid any post of the American Legion, any chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
any chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, or any post, unit or chapter of any patriotic 
organization within the county in building a memorial to the veterans of World War I and World War II; 
and a sum not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to aid in defraying the cost of the erection 
of suitable memorials to deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the late world wars. Such 
appropriation may be made, even though no provision has been made therefor in the county budget.

(l)American Red Cross. Any board of supervisors of any county in this state is hereby authorized and 
empowered, in its discretion, to donate annually, out of any monies in its respective treasury, to be 
drawn by warrant thereon, a sum not exceeding One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per million of 
assessed valuation to the support of a local chapter of the American Red Cross.

(m)St. Jude Hospital. For the payment of mileage expense for transporting persons to St. Jude 
Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee, for treatment. The mileage shall be based on a round-trip basis from 
the patient’s place of residence to St. Jude Hospital at the mileage rate set forth in Section 25-3-41.

(n)Public museums. For the support and maintenance of such public museums located in the county 
constituted under the provisions of Chapter 9, Title 39, Mississippi Code of 1972.

(o)Domestic violence shelters. The board of supervisors of any county in this state is hereby 
authorized and empowered, in its discretion, to donate annually out of any money in the county 
treasury, such sums as the board deems advisable to support any domestic violence shelter or rape 
crisis center operating within or serving its area. For the purposes of this section, “rape crisis center” 
means a place established to provide care, counseling and related services to victims of rape, 
attempted rape, sexual battery or attempted sexual battery.

(p)Literacy programs. The board of supervisors of any county in this state is hereby authorized and 
empowered, in its discretion, to donate out of the general fund of the county such sum of money as the 
board deems reasonable to any literacy program being conducted within the county.

(q)Care of neglected children. The board of supervisors of any county in this state, in its discretion, 
may donate annually out of any money in the county treasury such sums as the board deems advisable 
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to support any residential group home for the abused, abandoned or neglected children which operates 
within or serves the county. For the purposes of this paragraph the term “residential group home” 
means a group residence established to provide care and counseling, and to serve as a home, for 
children who are the victims of abuse, neglect or abandonment.

(r)Boys and Girls Club. To any chartered chapter of the Boys and Girls Clubs of America located 
within the county, out of any funds in the county treasury, provided that the cumulative sum of 
donations to all chapters within the county does not exceed the amount generated in the county by 
one-fourth (¼) mill on all of the taxable property within the county, during the fiscal year in which the 
donations are made. Nothing in this paragraph authorizes the imposition of additional tax.

(s)Mississippi Burn Care Fund. To the Mississippi Burn Care Fund, subject to the limitations specified 
in Section 21-19-58.

(t)Court Appointed Special Advocates. To any chapter of the Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA), out of any funds in the county treasury, provided that the cumulative sum of donations to a 
chapter does not exceed the amount generated in the county by one-fourth (¼) mill on all of the taxable 
property within the county, during the fiscal year in which the donations are made. Nothing in this 
paragraph authorizes the imposition of additional tax.

(u)National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (NVOAD). To a local chapter of NVOAD, 
whether in-kind contributions or out of any funds in the county treasury, provided that the cumulative 
sum of donations to a local NVOAD does not exceed the amount generated in the county by one-fourth 
(¼) mill on all of the taxable property within the county during the fiscal year in which the donations are 
made. Nothing in this paragraph authorizes the imposition of additional tax.

(v)Farmers’ markets. The board of supervisors of any county in this state, in its discretion, may donate 
annually out of any money in the county treasury, such sums as the board deems advisable to support 
any farmers’ market that is certified by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce and 
operating within the county, not to exceed the amount that would be generated from the levy of a one-
fourth (¼) mill ad valorem tax upon all taxable property in the county.

(w)Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA). To any chartered chapter of the YMCA located 
within the county, out of any funds in the county treasury, provided that the cumulative sum of 
donations to all chapters within the county does not exceed the amount generated in the county by 
one-fourth (¼) mill on all of the taxable property within the county, during the fiscal year in which the 
donations are made. Nothing in this paragraph authorizes the imposition of additional tax.

History

Codes, Hemingway’s 1917, §§ 3798, 3810, 3811; Hemingway’s 1921 Supp. § 3811c; 1930, § 290 (a-l); 1942, § 
2998; Laws, 1908, ch. 134; Laws, 1916, chs. 143, 235; Laws, 1918, ch. 205; Laws, 1920, ch. 289; Laws, 1928, chs. 
233, 236; Laws, 1930, chs. 33, 56, 185; Laws, 1938, ch. 299; Laws, 1956, ch. 181; Laws, 1958, ch. 212; Laws, 
1962, ch. 251; Laws, 1976, ch. 373; Laws, 1983, ch. 331, § 1; Laws, 1983, ch. 502, § 8; Laws, 1986, ch. 400, § 8; 
Laws, 1990, ch. 318, § 1; Laws, 1990, ch. 539, § 2; Laws, 1995, ch. 358, § 1; Laws, 2009, ch. 415, § 2; Laws, 
2011, ch. 461, § 2; Laws, 2012, ch. 467, § 3; Laws, 2013, ch. 396, § 1, eff from and after July 1, 2013.

Annotations

Joint Legislative Committee Note —

Pursuant to Section 1-1-109, the Joint Legislative Committee on Compilation, Revision and Publication of 
Legislation corrected a typographical error in the last paragraph in (j). The words “operating as free public library” 
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https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4J2T-HR30-0046-Y26C-00000-00&context=1000516
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were changed to “operating as a free public library”. The Joint Committee ratified the correction at its May 20, 1998 
meeting.

Amendment Notes —

The 2009 amendment added (r) and (s); and made a minor stylistic change.

The 2011 amendment added (t) and (u).

The 2012 amendment added (v).

The 2013 amendment substituted “Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00)” for “One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00)” 
preceding “to aid in defraying the cost of the erection” in (k); and added (w).

Cross References —

Duty of Legislature to provide for care of indigent sick, see Miss Const. Art. 4, § 86.

Golden Age Nursing Homes, see §§ 19-5-31 et seq.

Establishment and operation of libraries, see §§ 39-3-3, 39-3-5.

Construction of articles, see § 39-3-23.

The interstate library compact, see §§ 39-3-201 et seq.

Domestic violence shelters, generally, see §§ 93-21-101 et seq.

Penalty for unauthorized use of emblems of fraternal organizations, societies, etc., see § 97-19-43.

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

1. In general.

County cannot appropriate money to private corporation. Brister v. Leflore County, 156 Miss. 240, 125 So. 816, 
1930 Miss. LEXIS 159 (Miss. 1930).

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

The Board of Supervisors of a county cannot grant any donations of public funds or county office and parking space 
to private non-sectarian charities that are not expressly statutorily enumerated. Walters, Mar. 18, 1992, A.G. Op. 
#91-0168.

County board of supervisors has no apparent authority to contribute funds for utilities and insurance for building 
owned by city and leased to non-profit organization which uses it as community center. Cossar, Nov. 25, 1992, A.G. 
Op. #92-0889.

Although a Drug Task Force may not make a donation of funds or property, the counties and cities making up the 
Task Force may contribute funds to a domestic violence shelter as they see fit under Sections 19-5-93(o) and 93-
21-115. Pacific, June 28, 1995, A.G. Op. #95-0329.

Section 19-5-93 gives the board of supervisors of each county the discretionary authority to make donations for 
certain purposes; however, there appears to be no authority for the board to make a donation to a private nonprofit 
corporation. Meek, October 11, 1995, A.G. Op. #95-0644.
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The statute does not include the Boy Scouts or the Girl Scouts among the organizations to which county 
supervisors may donate funds.  Carnathan, Oct. 27, 2000, A.G. Op. #2000-0649.

Subsection (q) specifically authorizes counties to make donations to any residential group home for abused, 
abandoned, or neglected children, and the authority to donate includes the authority to perform and donate the 
value of in-kind services. Smith, Mar. 9, 2001, A.G. Op. #01-0121.

If a county-owned residential group home for children is closed, any funds existing which are not necessary to 
satisfy any debts related to its operation may, in the discretion of the county board of supervisors, be transferred to 
the non-profit corporation, either as consideration of the services to be provided, or as a donation. Barry, Nov. 9, 
2001, A.G. Op. #01-0662.

The authority to donate includes the authority to perform and donate in-kind services and, therefore, a county board 
of supervisors who contracted with a Mississippi nonprofit corporation to provide professional services as a 
residential group home, could use its equipment and labor to construct a private drive on the property of the 
nonprofit corporation to provide ingress/egress to it from a public street. Barry, Mar. 29, 2002, A.G. Op. #02-0143.

A county board of supervisors lacks authority to approve a request for a grant submitted by a health service 
organization that is a proprietorship and not a governmental entity. Dulaney, Sept. 27, 2002, A.G. Op. #02-0563.

Y-CAP, a division of the YMCA, is not a residential group home as defined by Section 19-5-93(q). Jewell, May 9, 
2003, A.G. Op. 03-0206.

Because the shelter established by Interfaith Hospitality is not a residential group home as defined by Section 19-5-
93(q), therefore, a county board of supervisors does not have the authority to appropriate funds to that organization. 
Meadows, May 23, 2003, A.G. Op. 03-0221.

A county board of supervisors does not have the authority under this section to appropriate funds to provide 
financial assistance to a homeless shelter operated by a private non-profit corporation. O’Donnell, July 18, 2003, 
A.G. Op. 03-0307.

Assistance of a county board of supervisors in the demolition of a part of building and hauling away the debris to aid 
an early head start center is not a donation within the purview of subsection (p) of this section. Entrekin, July 18, 
2003, A.G. Op. 03-0323.

There is no authority for a board of supervisors to make a donation to a private nonprofit corporation. McWilliams, 
Aug. 8, 2003, A.G. Op.03-0404.

A board of supervisors could not assist a non-profit public purpose corporation  in the removal of existing concrete 
slab foundations on their property. McWilliams, Aug. 22, 2003, A.G. Op. 03-0370.

Nothing in the section authorizes contributions for a private community action agency. Welch, May, 6, 2004, A.G. 
Op. 04-0174.

No authority is provided by this section for a county to donate funds to a park owned by a private, non-profit 
corporation. However, a county may lease property for a public park and/or contract for operations of a public park. 
Chamberlin, Aug. 13, 2004, A.G. Op. 04-0318.

Where transfer of title to a building by a company to a county is followed by temporary retention of possession by 
the donating company, and the eighteen month possession of the building by the company is presumably far less 
than the building’s appraisal value, therefore, the possession of the building after transfer would not be an 
impermissible donation. Crow, Dec. 8, 2006, A.G. Op. 06-0583.
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63C Am. Jur. 2d, Public Funds §§ 62, 71, 75.
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